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was faced with many difficult and politically 
charged cases ranging from civil rights, to the 
My Lai Massacre in Vietnam, and more re-
cently, protest marches at the School of the 
Americas. 

Judge Elliott is the son of a Methodist 
preacher and began developing those solid 
principles at his father’s knee. They continued 
to be molded during the depths of Great De-
pression as he first worked as a teacher and 
then later as he attended and was a graduate 
from Emory University Law School. Through it 
all he developed a profound respect for the 
absolute necessity of distinguishing between 
right and wrong, the value of hard work, the 
importance of common sense, and the indis-
pensable nature of the rule of law in a free so-
ciety. 

These principles continued to serve him 
after he was appointed as a Federal judge. 
Judge Elliott worked 51 weeks a year for al-
most four decades on the bench. He did all of 
his own research and writing, unlike many 
other Federal judges who rely on law clerks. 

He ruled his courtroom with common sense 
as well as a dry sense of humor. The Colum-
bus Ledger Enquirer recounts that an attorney 
once approached the bench to whisper: ‘‘Your 
honor, one of the jurors is asleep.’’ 

‘‘It seems so,’’ Judge Elliot replied. 
‘‘Aren’t you going to wake him up?’’ the law-

yer asked. 
‘‘You put him to sleep—you wake him up,’’ 

Judge Elliott responded. 
Judge Elliott’s commitment to the rule of law 

was put to the test after President John F. 
Kennedy appointed him to the Federal Bench 
in 1962. The civil rights campaign was begin-
ning to heat up with marches, demonstrations, 
and outbreaks of violence. Judge Elliott was 
steeped in the Southern traditions of those 
times. As Governor Herman Talmadge’s floor 
leader in the Georgia House, he had taken 
strong positions on such issues, even advo-
cating a ‘‘Whites only’’ primary. 

But when he raised his hand and swore to 
uphold the Constitution of the United States, 
this obligation superceded any personal opin-
ions or past political positions. He proved that 
a man of integrity would enforce laws that he 
might have opposed in the past. He had 
sworn to uphold the law and he stood by his 
oath ordering desegregation of businesses, 
schools and public places. 

His rulings were not always without con-
troversy as he applied common sense to try to 
bring a balance between the competing inter-
ests of public safety and the right to protest. 
He issued an injunction stopping marches in 
Albany, GA to try and cool dangerously heat-
ed passions, but later ordered the City of Al-
bany to stop arresting peaceful civil rights 
marchers. He ordered districts to desegregate 
schools. Despite sharp criticism from both 
sides of the controversy, the appellate courts 
eventually vindicated him. 

Later, when the nation was most deeply di-
vided by the Vietnam War, Judge Elliott coura-
geously overturned the military conviction of 
Lt. William Calley for the 1971 My Lai Mas-
sacre in South Vietnam because the fierce 
pre-trial publicity had robbed the defendant of 
any chance for a fair trial. 

Judge Elliott was not afraid to take on big 
corporations. When he learned that chemical 

giant DuPont had concealed evidence during 
a 1993 civil trial concerning the fungicide 
Benlate, he slapped the firm with a $115 mil-
lion penalty. Prior to his decision, DuPont had 
taken out numerous full-page advertisements 
declaring its innocence. The company’s re-
fusal to accept responsibility led Judge Elliott 
to offer a decrease in the penalty if the firm 
published full-page ads admitting it was 
wrong. DuPont still balked at the advertise-
ments, but was eventually forced to settle the 
lawsuit and pay a multi-million-dollar fine. 

Most recently Judge Elliott has displayed his 
rare blend of respect for the law, common 
sense and compassion in dealing with the an-
nual protests at the School of the Americas at 
Fort Benning. He was lenient with first-time of-
fenders, but hard on the demonstrators who 
repeatedly trespassed on military property. He 
sentenced several of them to prison, living up 
to his nickname, ‘‘Maximum Bob.’’ 

Judge Elliott’s rulings may have generated 
some comment over the years, but not be-
cause he wasn’t consistent in his insistence 
on the rule of law. We live in a day when truth 
is constantly undermined by ‘‘deconstruction’’; 
the meaning of the word ‘‘is’’ is subject to re-
definition; and so-called legal scholars advo-
cate that the Constitution be stretched and 
‘‘reinterpreted’’ to fit any transient political 
whim. We should be grateful for a principled 
man like Judge J. Robert Elliott whose lifetime 
of service reminds us that the Constitution and 
the law actually mean what they say. 

Judge Elliott had been an elected politician 
before ascending to the bench and he knew 
the difference between being a legislator and 
a jurist. He understood that as a politician, his 
duty was to make laws, but as a judge, his job 
was to fairly apply the law, as written by the 
legislators, in his courtroom. This critical dis-
tinction has become obscured in recent years 
because too many judges have taken to legis-
lating from the bench and, in the process, at-
tempting to rewrite laws to suit their personal 
preferences. 

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life, but espe-
cially during his four decades on the federal 
bench, Judge J. Robert Elliott has been a 
credit to his native state of Georgia, and the 
community of Columbus. His departure is our 
loss. My hope is that the President and the 
other body will refer to Judge Elliott’s example 
as they consider future judicial appointments. 
My prayer is that all such future appointees 
will have Judge Elliott’s reverence for our Con-
stitution and the rule of the law and his per-
sonal characteristics of hard work, integrity. If 
they do, we will have judges who will be faith-
ful to the call of ensuring justice for all, and 
will leave legislation to the elected representa-
tives of the people. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
VANDERVEER/KNOX HOUSE 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 8, 2001 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I wish today in rec-
ognition of the historical importance of the 

Revolutionary War era Vanderveer/Knox 
House. Located on the Lamington Farm in 
Bedminster, the Vanderveer/Knox House 
played a significant role in shaping the out-
come of the American Revolutionary War. 

The town of Bedminster is one of the most 
important Revolutionary War sites in New Jer-
sey. The town served as the military head-
quarters for General Knox during the war, 
where it was used as an artillery range, as 
well as a training ground for American officers 
prior to the establishment of West Point. 

Recently, during the construction of The 
Hills housing community, nearly 30,000 Colo-
nial artifacts were unearthed. These items in-
cluded everything from belt buckles and artil-
lery shells to glass bottles and ceramic pieces. 
The collection of artifacts will eventually be 
displayed at the township-owned Vanderveer/ 
Knox House, which is presently being restored 
through the efforts of many dedicated volun-
teers. 

I would like to take a moment to recognize 
three individuals whose dedication has played 
a significant role in preserving this piece of 
local history; they are Grania Allport, Nancy 
Buck Pine, and Bunny Price. Without their tire-
less efforts this project would not enjoy the 
broad public support that it has. 

The house is a fine example of period archi-
tecture and construction. It is now being re-
stored carefully and thoughtfully. It has been 
important in history and will be educationally 
important into the future. 

Once again, I applaud the efforts of every-
one involved in the preservation of this signifi-
cant historical structure. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF PROJECT 
EXILE: THE SAFE STREETS AND 
NEIGHBORHOODS ACT OF 2001 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 8, 2001 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing Project Exile: The Safe Streets 
and Neighborhoods Act, which passed the 
House overwhelmingly last year. In the last 
several years, many states, including Virginia, 
have dramatically reduced the level of gun 
crime in their communities by implementing 
programs that ensure mandatory prison time 
for criminals who use guns during the commis-
sion of a violent crime. This approach en-
forces the laws already on the books, and it 
ensures a minimum prison sentence of at 
least five years for convicted violators. 

In states and communities around the coun-
try where aggressive prosecution of gun 
crimes has been coupled with tough prison 
sentences, violent crime has decreased. This 
program is based upon the remarkably suc-
cessful experience of the joint federal, state, 
and local effort in Richmond, Virginia, which 
witnessed an amazing 40% reduction in its 
homicide rate since their program’s inception 
in 1997. 

Following this model, Project Exile provides 
$100 million in federal resources over five 
years as an incentive for states to implement 
such programs. It will also defray the costs as-
sociated with tougher enforcement against 
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